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Sunday double-header kicks off Fifa tournament

Salt Lake scdres up goals

SNEHALSENGUPTA

Oct, 8: Salt Lake has put its
best foot forward to welcome
spectators from across the

globe to the Fifa U-17 World

Cup matches.

Metro assesses how the
township and the stadium
measured up as host,

Traffic

Police in Salt Lake and Calcut-
ta had planned no-entry
and no-parking zones and one-
way roads to ensure smooth
traffic to the stadium on
match day.

Senior officers monitored
the main roads (Broadway and
the Bypass) leading to the sta-
dium.

Vehicles weren't allowed
between Amul Island near
the stadium and Kadapara
two hours before the gates
opened, an officer of the Bid-
hannagar commissionerate
said.

One of the flanks leading
to Gate No. 1 from the Hyatt
crossing was kept-open for
pedestrians and the other for
vehicles..

Adequate signage around
the stadium regarding park-

ing ensured mmmlalvguass— "
Ipeise Thepolice directed mctorlsts__

work'for motorists:
It took Metro around 10
minutes to reach the VIP gate

from the Duttabad Main Road-
Bypass crossing’ near Mani
Square mall, half an hour be-
fore the start of the 5pm
match.

Transport options

The transport department ran
100 shuttle buses at two-
minute  intervals  from
Karunamoyee, Ultadanga and
Milan Mela.

“I didn't need to take out
my car today. Ijust hopped cn
to a bus and got off near GD Is-
land and walked to the stadi-
um,” Subhajit Chatterjee, a
Salt Lake resident.

Designated pick-up and
drop-off points for app cabs
ensured the area in front of
the stadium gates weren't
crowded and traffic: moved
smoothly.

Autos weren't allowed on
any of the roads near the sta-
dium. Some, however, used the
road parallel to the Eastern
Drainage Canal and made a
killing,

“I paid Rs 25 for a ride till
Amul Island from Karuna-
moyee,” Arya Sharma said.
“The driver didn't take the
mainroads.”

Parking

headed to the;stadiim to the
six parking lots around the

main gates.

The six lots can accommo-
date upto 2,600 cars.

' Also, motorists took help of
an app to find the nearest park-
ingslot.

Once ‘they keyed in the
ticket ‘number ‘and ' the
gate number, they were direct-
ed to the designated parking.
slot.

Pedestrian moyvement

In the run-up to the Fifa U-17
World' Cup, the authorities
had renovated the walkways
using concrete pavers. Some
new ones were built around
the stadium,

The Bidhannagar Munici-
pal Corporation ensured they
weren't encroached upon. And
this in turn resulted in smooth
traffic as people didn't get on
to the roads.

Entry and exit .

Fifa has fixed the stadium' s
maximum seating capacity at
66,000 for an evacuation with-
in eight minutes during an
emergency.

Hundreds of people had
gathered around the  gates
about an hour before they
opened at 3pm.

People were allowed'in-at
the earliest once they showed-
their tickets. The dispersal,
too, was smooth.

Cops' detained at least
seven men on the charge of
selling tickets ‘'on the hlack'
market.

Stadium experience

Many of the spectators told
Metro that they wanted to see
how the stadium looked after
renovation.

Many were taken aback as
they had to forego their um-
brellas before entermg the sta-
dium.

“Itook my umbrella since
it had rained in the morning,
but the police stopped me from

entering the = stadium,”
Ushoshi Chakraborty of Bel-
ghoria said. _

Those with cars stowed
their belongings in their vehi-
cles/while others used shops
near the stadium. i

.“I had kept at least 50 bags.
It took up some space buttour-
naments like this are rare,”
Vikas Tiwari, who owns a
paan shop, said.

Inside, food  outlets
charged Rs 10 for a glass of
water.

Unfinished business

The -CMDA used billboards
with pictures of footballers to
cover the incomplete subways
‘nearithe Sports Authority‘of
India complex and at the Hyatt
crossing.




